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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Every writer, visual artist, and composer should be fortu-
nate enough to spend time at Civitella Ranieri. Our Fellows
find themselves unleashed from regular responsibilities and
able to embrace working unfettered and with fresh energy.
Their days at Civitella are punctuated with wonderful food,
an occasional excursion or field trip, but most importantly,
unlimited time for work and conversation.

As the seasons unfold and groups of Fellows come and go,
we are surrounded by the changing seasons, by mist or high
flying clouds or penetrating sunlight. The fields yield their
crops, hay is bailed, tomatoes ripen, the tall cypress trees
bend in the wind. Life at Civitella returns us to an ancient
rhythm, making us sense nature's pull more profoundly: a
sudden storm, a walk through the fields, or the magnifi-
cence of a view from the Castle windows; all connect us
with our surroundings and ourselves.

In this bucolic setting we get on with the important busi-
ness of making art, writing, composing and getting to know
our colleagues. One American writer wrote to me, "I left
the castle inspired and well-fed, my senses more fully alive
than they have been in years. Perhaps most importantly, 1
came away from the experience bathed in the afterglow of

that rarest of pleasures: a spirit of communion with the
talented artists with whom I was privileged to share the
many enchantments of Umbria."

And a European composer wrote, "There will be no chance
for me to forget this stay. I have worked so hard, been
blessed now with new friends and most importantly a sense
of family, perhaps for the first time of my life. So it is hard
to leave. We will have to find our own ways to heal the
wounds of this being a past and not a present thing."

I consider being here to be a daily privilege. I treasure being
involved in such important work at such a critical moment
in time. From our Founder to our dedicated staff and Board
to the wonderful interns and Fellows, everyone deserves
thanks for helping create such a rare and special gift, —
Civitella Ranieri.

— Dana Prescott









FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Despite the economic challenges currently facing our
world, we at Civitella have had the great pleasure as a Board
in seeing our Foundation grow and adapt in 2008,

This doesn't mean that we have ignored the world eco-
nomic dilemma. On the contrary, it has spurred us to
engage in strategic planning and to refocus our mission to

better face the challenges of the years to come.

If anything, the current economic crisis has reminded us
how important the arts are to our world, and how priceless
it is to have the opportunity of bringing together creative
people from around the globe.

Given the gift of time, of place, and of talented individuals
working at the Castle, our wonderful Fellows have often
forged bonds that go beyond the boundaries of their gov-
ernments and borders. I cannot think of a more important
time than this to be involved with a foundation such as
Clivitella, enabling art to be made, conversations to flourish
and international friendships to be born.

In September, our Board visited the Center for its annual
meeting to find it refreshed and thriving. Presentations by

the Fellows, made in their studios and in the Castle, were
open to the public, and renowned international guests

added zest to the already lively intellectual and social atmo-
sphere.

We had a ribbon cutting celebration for our new gallery
space, which will showcase work from the Foundation's
permanent collection as well as new works, and as always we
enjoyed freshly prepared meals made from local ingredients.

The daily life of the Fellows continues to be nourished by
connections to the region and to many local art sites. At the
same time, Civitella proudly upholds the tradition of pro-
tecting personal time to work, to think, to dream, and to
wander.

The Foundation succeeds because of the exceptional artists
who are our guests, augmented by the extraordinary back-
drop of the Castle, the Umbrian region and the sustained
efforts of our staff. My congratulations to the Fellows of
2008 who have now returned home with a new sense of
Ttaly and of all the amazing possibilities that exist within a
community such as ours.

— John Roberts






FELLOWS

AMGOLA BELGIUM

Fernando Alvim visual arts 1999

ARGENTINA

Jorge Accame writing 2003
Ernesto Ballesteros visual arts 2007
Dino Bruzzone visual arts 2001
Esther Cross writing 2004

Matias Duville visual arts 2007
Liliana Heker writing 1997

Jorge Macchi visual arts 2002
Guillermo Martinez writing 2004
Elvira Orphee writing 1996

Pablo Siquier visual arts 2002

ARGENTIMNA [ USA

Marta Chilindron visual arts 2003
Sylvia Molloy writing 2003

Maria Negroni writing 2007
Liliana Porter visual arts 1999



JURORS®




JURORS

WRITING

Damiano Abeni
Elmaz Abinader
Claribel Alegria
Anne Arensberg
Marie-Claire Blais
Peg Boyer

Nick Carbo
Vikram Chandra
Anita Desai
Milan Djordjevic
William Eaves
Istvan Eorsi

Lynn Freed
Patrick Gale

Dave King
Giuseppe O. Longp
Alberto Manguel

Wallis Wilde Meozzi

Martin Mooij
Claudia Pozzana
Frederika Randall
Barbara Richter

Tomaz Salamun

Ttaly

USA
Nicaragua
USA
Canada
USA

USA
India/USA
India/USA
Serbia

UK
Hungary
South Africa/USA
UK

USA

Ttaly
Argentina/Canada
Ttaly
Netherlands
Ttaly
USA/Ttaly
Germany

Slovenia






STAFF

CIVITELLA RAMIERI FOUNDATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ursula Corning,
Founder, 1903 - 2002

Gerald E. Rupp,
Faamﬁrxg Trustee and
Chatrman Emeritus

Jennifer Dowley

Helen C. Evarts
Charles H. Hamilton
Gianfilippo Ranieri di Sorbello

Fred Reynolds

John B. Roberts,
Chairman

Dana Prescott
Executive Director

STAFF

Alem Araya
Maurizio Bastianoni
Patrizia Caini
Liz Cooper
Romana Ciubini
Patrizia Corsici
Lella Heins
Lindita Kaleci
Trish Lewin
Diego Mencaroni
Tina Summerlin

Paola Serpolini

INTERNS

Briana Keating
Caitlin Marshall

Elaine Santana

Tara Shaneyfelt



CREDITS

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Alexander Ku

PROGRAMMING

Felipé Flores

PHOTOGRAPHY

Claudia Gianvenuti

MUSIC

Jonathan Doves music a
courtesy of Hyperion Records.

¥y

Tabla accompaniment for Milind Raikar -
Pramod Ke atta)
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